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Naming Power When Named Reason 

Ho Chi Minh 
City, Vietnam 
(named in 1976 
by the unified 
communist state 
of Vietnam in 
honor of 
legendary 
communist 
revolutionary 
and leader of 
North Vietnam, 
Ho Chi Minh). 

Saigon 
 
  

France 1860s French 
colonization of 
Vietnam for its 
rubber, spices, 
camphor etc; 
known as 
Indochine (along 
with Cambodia 
and Laos) under 
French rule. 

Mumbai, India 
(named in 1995  
when Hindu 
nationalist party 
came into power 
and sought to 
remove 
remnants of 
British rule) 

Bombay Portugal, Great 
Britain 

1534 Portugal 
established a 
port trading base 
at present-day 
Mumbai, which 
they called Bom 
Bahia, meaning 
'the good bay'. 
The British 

received 
Bombay as 
dowry in 1661 
when  
Portuguese 
princess 
Catherine of 
Braganza 
married Prince 
Charles II. The 
British renamed 
it Bombay. 
(https://en.wiki
pedia.org/wiki/
Mumbai) 

Port Klang, 
Malaysia 
(renamed in 
1972-largest port 
in Malaysia) 

Port 
Swettenham 

Great Britain 1901 Frank 
Swettenham, a 
British colonial 
administrator 
and first 
Resident general 
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of the Federated 
Malay State, 
recommended 
the creation of a 
port to facilitate 
trade of tin and 
ore and connect 
the port to both 
railway and sea. 
(https://en.wikipe
dia.org/wiki/Port_
Klang) 

Busan, South 
Korea 

Fuzan Japan 1910 When Korea 
was under 
Japanese rule, 
Japan sought to 
create a modern 
port in present-
day Busan that 
connected with 
ferry service to 
Shimonoseki, 
Japan. 
(https://www.brit
annica.com/plac
e/Pusan) 

Tainan, Taiwan Fort Zeelandia  Dutch East India 
Company 

1624 The fort was 
built by the 
Dutch as both a 
base from which 
to attack their 
Spanish rivals 
who had claimed 
the northern tip 
of Taiwan and  
as a trading post 
for direct trade 
with China and 
the Dutch 
headquarters of 
Batavia (present-
day Jarkarta) in 
Indonesia. 
(https://en.wikipe
dia.org/wiki/Taina

n) 
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